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To my Sanctuary family: 

On this my final Sunday, it is my desire to encourage you to 

remain faithful to the end, to finish the course that you have 

begun.  There will be many road blocks along the way, trials 

and tribulations await you, but God, who saved you from hell 

itself, will triumph victoriously.  He is sovereign over all and 

provides us with an unconditional promise found in Romans 

8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things 

work together for good, for those who are called according to 

His purpose.” 

 

“And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”  Phil. 1:6 

 

Paul’s final words to Timothy (his son in the faith): 

“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 

time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is 

laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to 

me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 

Never Give Up,  

Never Surrender 

 

Why do people cease to follow Jesus? 
 

1.  Disappointment with God 
1. When Christians let you down. 

 

2. Tragedy and disappointment. 

 

3. Unanswered prayers. 

 

4. Seeing others prosper (ungodly). 

 

5. Lack of affirmation. 

 

 

Joseph’s Antidote (Gen. 37-50): 
⇒ Firm understanding of God’s sovereignty (Gen. 

45:5, 7-9; 50:19-20) 

 

⇒ Remember what God has done in your life. 

i.  What has God done in your life? 

 

⇒ Persistence in Prayer (Luke 18:1-8) 

 

⇒ Parents – teach your children well. 

 

⇒ Recognition that the Christian life has challenges 

(Acts 14:22) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2.  Losing Sight of God 
 

1. Love of this present world (2 Tim. 4:9-10). 

  

2. Times of prosperity. 

  

3. Belief that the Christian life should be an emotional 

high.   

  

4. We take our eyes off the prize. 

  

5. Busyness. 

 

6. Boredom. 

 

Job’s antidote1: 
“I accept what God has sent.  I have accepted good, now I 
accept adversity.” 

⇒ He took comfort in God’s sovereignty (Job 

1:20-21; 2:10; 42:2). 

 

⇒ He was reminded of God’s promise for the 

future (Job 19:25). 

 

⇒ He was shaped by God’s instruction (Job 

42:5-6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Adapted from the article, “How to Trust When You’re Troubled” by Chuck Swindoll. 

 

When the disciples are disillusioned, discouraged and ready to 

leave ministry to go back to their old occupations, how does 

Jesus encourage them to finish the course? 

 

John 21:1-25 

 

⇒ Jesus is always watching over them 

(Matt. 28:20). 

⇒ Jesus reveals… 

• He is still in control. 

• He can supply their needs. 

• He knows all. 

• His Words are true. 

⇒ Jesus feeds them when they are weary. 

⇒ Jesus comforts them with His words and 

presence. 

⇒ Jesus reminds them of His original call, 

“Follow Me”. 

 

In Conclusion 
 

Cited by Jesus as the greatest commandment (Matt. 22:37; 

Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27) - “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might.”  Deut. 6:5 

 
How do you show your love to God?  God desires a love relationship with 

you.  Spending time with Him is a must, there is no shortcut to loving God 

without first spending time with Him.  When the love relationship is broken, 

you are susceptible to quitting, disappointment, losing sight of what’s 

eternally important.  Read the Word daily, pray daily, and as John Piper says 

in his book Desiring God, “The chief end of man is to glorify God BY 

enjoying Him forever.”  God is most glorified in us, when we are satisfied in 

Him. 

 
Scripture passages from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 
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